CHAPTER XVI

SOME MODERN CONTINENTAL PLAYWRIGHTS

THESIS plays lack characterisation, Naturalistic plays
are deficient in construction. The French have always
shown a deep interest in psychology and a keen sense
of form Many French dramatists of the present
century have therefore devoted themselves to writing
well-fashioned plays dealing with the analysis of the
emotions. And love, naturally enough^ has taken the
first place. There is seldom a sub-plot and the action
Is no more than Is required to reveal emotions or develop-
ment of character.

Among the writers who specialised In the portrayal
of love was Porto-RIche, who regarded it rather as a
fever than as an inspiration. Sometimes he strikes a
fantastic note, as for instance in a piece In which a young
wife dresses up as a man and sings serenades outside
her o\vn window so as to make her husband jealous. In
another play he turns high-comedy to tragedy and shows
the consequences of a father and son both falling In
love with the same woman. More often he Is slightly
cynical* He writes of a wife who supervises her husband's
flirtations in order to prevent him making a complete
fool of himself. In UAmoureuse he depicts aa Intelligent
man who has married for the sake of domestic comfort,
He finds his wife's affection disconcerting and is extremely
relieved when she leaves him and allows him to get on
with his work in peace,

Hemy Bataille is more poignant^ particularly In La
Femme Nue. Here an artist's model has shared his life
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